Definitions You Need To Know

Non-Detects (ND) - Laboratory analysis indicates
that the constituent is not present

Parts per million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter (mg/I)
- One part per million corresponds to one minute in
two years or a single penny in $10,000.

Parts per billion (ppb) or Micrograms per liter - One
part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years,
or a single penny in $10,000,000.

Parts per trillion (ppt) or Nanograms per liter - One
part per trillion corresponds to one minute in 2,000,000
years, or a single penny in $10,000,000,000.

Parts per quadrillion (ppq) or Picograms per liter -
One part per quadrillion corresponds to one minute in
2,000,000,000 Years, or a single penny in
$10,000,000,000,000.

Picocuries per liter (pCi/l) - Picocuries per liter is a
measure of the radioactivity in water.

Millirems per year (mrem/yr) - Million fibers per liter
is a measure of the presence of asbestos fibers that are
longer than 10 micrometers.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) - Nephelometric
turbidity unit is a measure of the clarity of the water.
Turbidity in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the
average person.

Variances & Exemptions (V&E) - State or EPA permis-
sion not to meet an MCL or a treatment technique under
certain conditions.

Action Level - The concentration of a contaminant
which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other require-
ments which a water system must follow.

Treatment Technique (TT) - A treatment technique is
a required process intended to reduce the level of a con-
taminant in drinking water.

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL) - The

“Maximum Allowed” is the highest level of a contaminant
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to
the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment
technology.

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) - The
“Goal” is the level of contaminant in drinking water below
which there is no known or excepted risk of health.
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Corrosion of household plumbing systems; erosion of natural deposits; leaching from wood preserv-
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